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Bureau of Nutrition Services



ÅWIC is the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, 

Infants, and Children .

Å Funded by the United States Department of Agriculture.

Å Administered in Louisiana by the Department of Health, Office of 

Public Health - Bureau of Nutrition Services .

Å Provides supplemental foods, promote good health and nutrition 

during critical times of growth and development.

ÅApplicantõs gross income cannot exceed 185 percent of poverty 

level (family of 3 no more than $3,100/month).

Å SNAP, Medicaid, or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 

recipients meet income guidelines.

Purpose of WIC



To safeguard the health of low income individuals for 

whom health assessments indicate nutritional risks. 

We do this by providing: 

ÅNutritious foods to supplement diets.

ÅInformation on healthy eating.

ÅReferrals to health care.

Mission of WIC Program



WIC provides its participants with:

Breastfeeding Support.

Nutritional Assessments.

Nutrition Education.

Referrals to Other Health Services.

Food instruments or EBT cards to buy 

nutritious, approved foods through 

authorized vendors.
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About WIC



Women

ÁPregnant.

ÁPost-partum.

ÁBreastfeeding.

Infants

ÁUp to one year old.

Children

ÁOne year and up to five years old.
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Our WIC Clients are:



Our WIC Participants

Women enrolled in 

WIC have longer 

pregnancies and 

fewer low birth 

weight infants which 

results in cost 

savings to the public.

WICõs role is important to 

giving kids a healthy 

start, increasing the 

likelihood of:

ÅSchool readiness.

ÅIntellectual 

development.

ÅGetting a fair start in 

life.

WIC encourages and 

teaches  healthy 

eating habits at a 

young age through 

adulthood by 

providing target 

nutrients (e.g. iron, fiber, 

calcium, protein, vitamins A, D, 

and C).



Our Authorized WIC Vendors

Annually, account for 

over $96 million in 

nutritious food 

delivered to over 

110,000 WIC clients.

Play an important 

role in the health of 

their community and 

especially to our 

WIC participants!

Help with cost 

containment 

through competitive 

pricing on all WIC 

approved foods!



BONS implements its services through:

Clinical Services

Commodity Supplemental Food Program

Finance

EBT/Management Information Systems

Vendor Management Unit
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Role of the WIC Vendor



òWe canõt do this 
without YOU!ó

Jennifer Nicklas, 

Interim Director

Bureau of Nutrition Services 

(BONS)
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òParticipants will be able to buy 

nutritious foods !ó 
Leslie Lewis

Interim Clinical Services Manager, BONS

òOur Vendors will help to make 

WIC-EBT successful in Louisiana!ó
Joetta Ferrell

EBT/MIS Manager, BONS

In 2018, WIC Vendors sold $ 96,593,326.59 in authorized foods to WIC customers!


